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This LinkAsia Connect newsletter 
follows the region’s biennial VIV 
Asia that was held in Bangkok in 
March.  The show was a huge 
success for our clients as it not 
only provided an opportunity for 
meetings with existing customers 
and channel partners but opened 
the door for our clients to expand 
into new regions with new 
partners.  We look forward to 
making new channel partner 
announcements in the near future.


“We were pleased to see some 
new product introductions or 
applications from our clients that 
we will be bringing to the market 
in the coming months,” said 
David Saunders, CEO of LinkAsia 
Partners.  “These new innovations 
make our business interesting 
and further provides expanded 
opportunities for our channel 
partners.”


On top of the new developments 
f rom our c l i en ts , L inkAs ia 
Partners is also moving forward to 
integrate into our services a link 
into China’s important feed 
ingredient business.


  

LinkAsia Partners has recently 
t e a m e d u p w i t h M L i n k 
I n t e r n a t i o n a l L i m i t e d , a 
company focused on providing 
international partners with a 
China-based team to support 
quality sourcing and procurement 
of feed additives.  Services 
include purchasing and quality 
c o n t r o l p r o g r a m m e s , t o 
p u rc h a s i n g a n d s h i p m e n t 
coordination.  Other services 
include product registration 
activities required for the complex 
and demanding animal feed 
market in China.


For those companies looking to 
benefit from quality China-based 
manufacturers of feed additives 
but do not have a local China- 
based team to support this 
sourcing strategy, the services of 
MLink International will be a 
valued asset moving forward.


O v e r t h e c o m i n g m o n t h s , 
LinkAsia Partners looks forward 
to bringing to the industry and our 
partners these product and 
support innovations.

LinkAsia Partners Update: 
Innovating, Expanding, Integrating

David Saunders

CEO, LinkAsia Partners

LinkAsia Partners and clients at VIV Asia 2015 in March



� LinkAsia Connect     �2

Partner News: 
MLink International, your China-based partner for your 
strategic and quality sourcing requirements of feed additives 
and China development programme

Few can deny the immense 
potential of the feed industry in 
China, and yet tapping into and 
navigating this rapidly growing 
market can be a struggle due to 
infrastructural and cultural 
challenges.  


For those looking to benefit from 
q u a l i t y C h i n a - b a s e d 
manufacturers of feed additives, 
one proven strategy currently 
followed by multinationals is to 
have local China-based teams 
monitor their supplier partners 
for product consistency and 
reliability.


LinkAsia Partners has recently 
t e a m e d u p w i t h M L i n k 
International Limited, a company 
f o c u s e d o n p r o v i d i n g 
international partners with a 
China-based team to support 
q u a l i t y s o u r c i n g a n d 
procurement of feed and food 
additives including vitamins, 
amino acids, enzymes and 
more.  


The range of services spans 
from purchasing and quality 
control programmes in terms of 
qual i ty and manufactur ing 
p r o c e s s i n s p e c t i o n s , 
documentation, certification 
control, to coordination of direct 
or indirect purchasing and 
shipments.  


Additional services include 
managing product registration 
activities required for entry to 
the complex and demanding 
animal feed market in China.


Whether it is for your strategic 
sourcing requirements or for the 
rigorous product registration 
activities, it is crucial to work 
with a reliable and resourceful 
local partner to be in good stead 
in the China market.  


As an English-speaking partner 
with in-depth experience in 
Ch ina sourc ing , s t ra teg ic 
p rocu remen t , impo r t and 
exporting of a wide range of 
f e e d a d d i t i v e s , M L i n k 
International is well positioned to 
make your next procurement 
project more successful. 


To learn more about MLink  
International services, please 
send your enquiry to us at 
info@linkasiapartners.com.


M L i n k I n t e r n a t i o n a l 
u n d e r s t a n d s t h e f e e d 
i ndus t r y sou rc ing and 
development requirements 
and prov ides a st rong 
p a r t n e r t o s u p p o r t 
companies seeking direct 
China access.


I n t e r n a t i o n a l l y - b a s e d 
premix, feed manufacturers 
and distributors can also rely 
on MLink to provide their 
local team with quality 
ingredient sourcing.


Ellen Tong

General Manager

MLink International

mailto:info@linkasiapartners.com
mailto:info@linkasiapartners.com
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Product Update: 
Tecnozoo introduces a new immunity boosting product

Immunoformula, a new product from Tecnozoo, is a powerful 
adjuvant to strengthen and protect the physiological condition 
of animals.  Thanks to the synergistic action of its components, 
Immunoformula also promotes homeostatic control in animals 
and better adaptability to new or stressful environments. 
  
A trial was conducted in Europe evaluating the impact of 
Immunoformula in 90 commercial layers starting at 35 days.  
During the trial, at the age of 50 days, the animals were 
vaccinated with an inactivated NDV+IBV+IBDV vaccine 
(Newcastle disease virus+Infectious Bursal Disease Virus
+Infectious bronchitis virus). 

Immunoformula was included in the diet of layers in: 

- Group 1 (dose of 1 kg/ton from the age of 35 days until the 

day of vaccination and in dose of 0.5 kg/ton in the following 
15 days)


- Group 2 (dose of 0.5 kg/ton for the entire duration of the test) 
Immunoformula was not included in the diet of layers in 
“Control group”.


The trial results showed that treatment with Immunoformula in 
the feed had a significant immune-stimulation effect following 
vaccination with a higher mean of antibody titre levels for all 
three viruses.


Immunoformula can be used in poultry, dairy cows, calves, 
pigs, rabbits and horses.


For more information on Immunoformula from Tecnozoo, drop 
us an email at info@linkasiapartners.com. 

Immunoformula in 25kg bag

Containing natural botanical 
extracts, Immunoformula as an 
a d j u v a n t a c t i v a t e s a n d 
modulates the animal immune 
system, and is an effective tool 
in controlling common diseases 
in livestock.


mailto:info@linkasiapartners.com
mailto:info@linkasiapartners.com
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Technical Update: 
Zinc oxide buffers organic acids in piglet feeds

Buffering capacity is an important aspect often 
o v e r l o o k e d w h e n i t c o m e s t o u s i n g 
"conventional" ingredients, like zinc oxide. 

In 2014, the European Union updated regulations 
concerning feed manufacturing, making the use of 
normal zinc oxide in piglet feeds a futile exercise. 
From a personal perspective, I was using normal 
zinc oxide at 2-3 kg per metric tonne in my piglet 
feeds, only because one distributor felt it was 
needed in their market.  But, we decided it was time 
to move on to something different that fits with 
modern times. We picked a new source of 
potentiated zinc oxide (basically, highly porous zinc 
oxide) that could be used at low levels, so as to be 
within EU regulations, and still elicit a beneficial 
effect on balancing gut microflora -- but, that’s 
another story.


During the replacement process, I happened to be 
editing the article by  Giannis Karvelis on dietary 
buffering capacity; an article that also appears in 
this issue of Pig International.  My eye was caught 
at the last two lines of the table in that article: zinc 
oxide and organic acids.  My interest  piqued 
because not only I was using zinc oxide at high 
levels, but I am also a great believer in using 
organic acids in non-medicated feeds, using up to 
10 kg per metric tone, or more in certain cases.  
But, again, I digress.


I was aghast when I realized that by using normal 
levels of zinc oxide (2-3 kg/MT), I was virtually 
wiping out any pH lowering effect from the organic 
acids I was adding.  I would have been happy 
enough, had I been using organic acids in 
medicated feeds, so as not to change the final pH 
of the feed, but these were non-medicated feeds 
relying on organic acids to control pathogenic 
bacteria.


Acid binding capacity 
About the same time, I received an email about a 
new online tool offering to calculate the acid 
binding capacity of any feed using a rather larger 
database compared to mine.  Here’s the website 
address: http://animine.eu/ABC4-calculator.


So, for my own education, and to test this new tool, 
I worked out a very simple diet based on normal 
zinc oxide and the same one with the alternative 
zinc oxide.  I used citric acid as my reference acid 
(Figure 1).  This acid alone, when used at 10 kg/MT) 
reduces the acid buffering capacity at reference pH 
4 (ABC4) by 56-meq/kg feed.  By switching sources 
of zinc oxide, buffering capacity was reduced by 
48-meq/kg feed.  In other words, normal zinc oxide 
buffered out a relatively high inclusion level of citric 
acid.  Of course, I knew their individual effects, but 
this was the first time I combined such information 
under practical conditions.  As my piglet feed 
products were already below the recommended 
maximum ABC4, I had never paid attention to the 
effects of individual ingredients.


Below article is reproduced with permission from Pig International, January/February 2015 
By Ioannis Mavromichalis, Ph.D.

Figure 1:  Online calculator of ABC4 (http://animine.eu/ABC4-calculator/)

Replacing normal zinc oxide with an alternative zinc oxide, liberated the ABC4 of 10 kg citric acid in a piglet feed.

http://animine.eu/ABC4-calculator/
http://www.wattagnet.com/171675.html
http://animine.eu/ABC4-calculator
http://www.wattagnet.com/uploadedImages/WattAgNet/Articles/Swine/zinc-oxide-15PIGacidsFigure1.jpg
http://www.wattagnet.com/171675.html
http://animine.eu/ABC4-calculator
http://www.wattagnet.com/uploadedImages/WattAgNet/Articles/Swine/zinc-oxide-15PIGacidsFigure1.jpg
http://animine.eu/ABC4-calculator/
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Interestingly, the example diet I used for this test 
(Figure 1) happened to be above the recommended 
maximum for ABC4 (350-meq/kg), whereas by 
substituting to a low-inclusion zinc oxide, ABC4 
dropped to an acceptable level.  This can be a huge 
help under commercial conditions when ABC4 is 
difficult to control, especially in diets containing 
high levels of milk products and fish meal.


Now, it remains to derive some useful observations 
from this experience for future reference:


1. If you use normal zinc oxide and your ABC4 is 
already marginally high (such as above 650 
meq/kg), you must add organic acids to control 
the strong acid binding capacity of normal zinc 
oxide -- or switch to an alternative source.


2. Low levels of organic acids (1-3 kg/MT) are 
practically pointless in diets containing normal 
zinc oxide as their acidity is neutralized, unless 
they are used for this purpose alone, but this 
greatly increases the cost of using normal zinc 
oxide.


3. When replacing normal zinc oxide with 
alternative forms that reduce feed total ABC4, 
then organic acid inclusion levels can be 
reduced, offering the potential of considerable 
feed cost savings.


4. In diets with low ABC4 based on alternative 
forms of zinc oxide, high levels of organic acids 
will provide a very strong bacteriostatic and 
bactericidal effect, as predicted by their own 
characteristics.


Based on these notes, it merits discussing two 
further observations that raise more questions than 
they answer:


• First, in the U.S. and other countries where 
normal zinc oxide is included at 3+ kg/MT, there 
is now increasing evidence that some piglet 
diets benefit from organic acid inclusion. 
Indeed, several nutrition companies and 
nutritionists advocate the use of organic acids, 
even in diets with antibiotics.  Is this because 
they also use normal zinc oxide in these diets?


• Second, in the EU and other countries where 
in-feed antibiotics are banned, previous 
experience has shown that the use of low levels 
of organic acids is pointless.  Was this because 
up to now most EU diets contained, under 
previous legislation, some level of normal zinc 
oxide?  If this holds true, should we expect now 
to derive a greater benefit from low inclusion 
rates of organic acids in diets with alternative 
forms of zinc oxide?


In conclusion, it appears zinc oxide continues to 
provide new challenges to nutritionists and whether 
is used in one form or the other, it merits paying 
attention to its ABC4 effects in diets with or without 
antibiotics.  As for my own feeds, I decided to keep 
the high levels of organic acids I was using -- you 
never know when you are going to need them.

Technical Update: 
Zinc oxide buffers organic acids in piglet feeds

HiZox® from Animine is a potentiated form of zinc 
oxide, which can be utilised at low inclusion rates 
instead of the pharmacological dosage of the regular 
form.  HiZox® gives premix/feed manufacturers and pig 
producers the opportunity to have the same beneficial 
effect (increased growth performance) without all the 
negative consequences of too high and/or too long zinc 
oxide supplementation.
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Event Review: 
VIV Asia 2015 in Bangkok, Thailand
VIV Asia 2015 was held at BITEC, Bangkok International Trade & Exhibition 
Centre, Thailand, from the 11 to 13 March.  It was another successful event 
with support from about 870 exhibitors and over 30,000 visitors.


For LinkAsia Partners, it was a busy and fruitful 3-day filled with good 
discussions as visitors, distributors and partners visited the booth to learn 
about solutions and products from Agromed, Animine, Biorigin, Bluewave 
Marine Ingredients and Tecnozoo.
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Event Review: 
VIV Asia 2015 in Bangkok, Thailand
A dinner (by invitation only) at the Vertigo, Banyan Tree Bangkok was hosted by Agromed, Animine, Biorigin, 
Bluewave Marine Ingredients and Tecnozoo on day one of the VIV Asia 2015.  Attended by 70 channel 
partners, it was a splendid dinner event with great networking over spectacular view of the Bangkok skyline.


 

 

 

 

 

L i n k A s i a P a r t n e r s 
t o g e t h e r w i t h i t s 
participating clients, 
A g ro m e d , A n i m i n e , 
B i o r i g i n , B l u e w a v e 
Marine Ingredients and 
Tecnozoo would like to 
express our sincere 
gratitude to all partners 
and visitors who have 
visited and supported us 
in VIV Asia 2015.  It was 
a success because of 
your support, thank you!
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Event Upcoming: 
Expo Milano 2015

We are always looking at ways to improve 
this enewsletter and we welcome your 
feedback and suggestions. 

P l e a s e s e n d y o u r c o m m e n t s t o 
info@linkasiapartners.com. 

Feedback

In conjunction with Expo Milano 2015, Tecnozoo will open its doors and 
welcome you into its offices where timely topics that will change the way 
of working in the zootechnical field will be presented.


From May to October, monthly sessions will be held to discuss the current 
issues facing the feed industry and the solutions offered by Tecnozoo.


Some of the topics in focus are pharmacoresistance, production and animal-derived food consumption and 
profitability of farms including business management optimization models which aim to reduce waste and 
increase feed efficiency.


You can also expect guided tours in the Tecnozoo factory so you can see the manufacturing plant up close 
and understand why Tecnozoo products are of reliable and superior quality.


If you are interested in participating, please send a note to tecnozoo@tecnozoo.it

About Expo Milano 2015 
Expo Milano 2015 is the Universal Exhibition that Milan, Italy, will host from May 1 to October 31, 
2015.  Over this six-month period, Milan will become a global showcase where more than 140 
participating countries will show the best of their technology that offers a concrete answer to a vital need: 
being able to guarantee healthy, safe and sufficient food for everyone, while respecting the Planet and its 
equilibrium. In addition to the exhibitor nations, the Expo also involves international organizations, and 
expects to welcome over 20 million visitors to its 1.1 million square meters of exhibition area.  

Visit www.expo2015.org for more information.

http://www.expo2015.org
mailto:info@linkasiapartners.com
mailto:tecnozoo@tecnozoo.it
http://www.expo2015.org
mailto:tecnozoo@tecnozoo.it
mailto:info@linkasiapartners.com

