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We all know that product performance is a fundamental requirement in 
the animal production industry if the product is to survive long term. This 
is especially true when market prices for the finished commodity can 
move below cost of production and we seek ways to cut feed 
formulation costs. Those products where there is little added value 
quickly disappear.
 
Feed ingredient manufacturers invest heavily in demonstrating product 
performance, usually in terms of average daily gain, feed conversion, 
feed intake, and mortality measurements.  These trials are completed 
through universities, research centres or under field conditions where 
conditions can add a significant variable in the final results. 

It is interesting that with all the focus on the technical details of the 
products and the trials that are completed, we sometimes fail to get 
close enough to the reality of the realized benefits that the actual 
producers see.  These benefits can be far away from ADG and FCR but 
in some cases of more importance.

Recent conferences, trade shows and farm visits in the Asia Pacific 
region have afforded the LAP team to interact directly with producers 
and gain some real insight into the hidden benefits for some of the 
products we support.  Benefits like improvements in broiler 
pigmentation,  duck meat quality, and vaccine titer levels are just a few 
of the surprises we have heard about in our recent travels.

These benefits mentioned above are far from the standard 
measurements the industry uses to assess a product’s features whereas 
a producer or integration can view and capitalize on the value of these 
hidden benefits.  Unfortunately, those working at arm’s length may not 
be in the position to take advantage of these benefits due to other 
constraints created by the traditional system.  

How do we get better at assessing a product’s real value for the 
producer?  We can do more trials and marketing to convince and 
communicate.  However, perhaps we should take some advice of a 
swine producer when we were recently discussing one product’s 
features and benefits.  He simply said, “Let the pigs talk and we shall 
see if it works!”  Indeed, the challenge is for us to get out to the market 
and listen.

Note from our CEO, David Saunders:
Innovation and Adaptation -- Moving from 
Standard Benefits to Better Valuation of a 
Product’s Worth
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Partner News:
Agromed Ramps Up Capacity with Factory Upgrade
Agromed recently upgraded its manufacturing facility in Visbek, Germany to increase production capacity to 
meet growing demands for its product, OptiCell®.  With the upgrade, the plant is expected to generate an 
additional 20,000 tonnage of products per annum.  

Agromed has widened their distribution channels in the Asia Pacific and consequently gained positive 
performance results and successful product adoption in various segments including sows, piglet feed, poultry 
and petfood to name a few.

Agromed recently announced the appointment of Alexis Cukier as its Business 
Development Manager.  In his new role, Alexis is responsible for overall 
business support to Agromed distributors.  Alexis will have a primary focus in 
the Europe region as well as a supervisory role in other parts of the globe.  
Reporting directly to Helmut Grabherr, CEO of Agromed, Alexis’ main charter 
includes planning and executing sales and marketing plans to meet company 
business goals.

Commenting on this new appointment, Helmut Grabherr said, “Alexis  has 
extensive knowledge of managing a business in the dynamic feed industry and 
together with his sales acumen, make him the ideal candidate to fit this 
business development role.  His solid understanding and systematic approach 
for the feed business will enable our customers to maximize the full value of 
Agromed products for their production solution!”

Cukier joins Agromed Austria GmbH from smaXtec-animalcare GmbH, where he spent over 6 years and last 
held the position as CEO.

Alexis Cukier as New Business Development Manager for 
Agromed

Agromed’s manufacturing plant in Visbek, Germany

Alexis Cukier DVM, MBA
Business Development Manager
Agromed
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Product Update:
Use of Zinc Oxide in Piglet Diets - Report from ANSES
Following a formal request from the French Ministry of Agriculture, the 
French  Agency for Food, Environmental and Occupational Health & Safety 
(ANSES) conducted a risk/benefit assessment on the use of zinc oxide in the 
diet of pigs at weaning, as an alternative to antibiotics for the prevention and 
treatment of diarrhoea.  

A full dossier of more than 150 pages analysed the efficacy of zinc oxide and the risks for humans, animals 
and the environment associated with its use as a medicinal product.  

Some of the conclusions are summarised by Animine below:

• The optimal dosage in preventing moderate post-weaning diarrhoea is 3100 ppm ZnO, and for a maximum 
period of 14 days.

• As there is a risk of toxicity for the different environmental compartments (sediment, water and soil) due to 
the spraying of Zn enriched manure, ZnO at pharmacological dosage should be authorised only in farms 
with fattening units, and which do not treat the slurry before application.

• Any authorisation in France of zinc oxide as a medicated premix for post-weaning piglets should be 
accompanied by the establishment of a system for monitoring resistance to zinc, cross-resistance or co-
selection of resistance to certain antibiotics.

• The negative interaction with microbial phytase needs to be further studied.
• Zinc oxide products are manufactured with the pyrometallurgic process, either with the direct method 

(French process) or with the indirect method (American process).
• Zinc oxide products with high surface area show increased antibacterial activity against E.coli.
• Ex vivo (Vahjen 2012) and in vivo (Morales 2012) trial results with a potentiated zinc oxide are promising.

The report did not mention :
• any valuable information on HCl degradation of zinc oxide in the stomach;
• any trial data published with coated or micro-encapsulated forms.

For more information on ANSES and the related report, please visit www.anses.fr/en.

HiZox®  from Animine is  a potentiated form of zinc 
oxide, which can be utilised at low inclusion rates 
instead of the pharmacological dosage of the regular 
form.  HiZox®  gives premix/feed manufacturers and 
pig producers the opportunity to have the same 
beneficial effect (increased growth performance) 
without all the negative consequences of too high 
and/or too long zinc oxide supplementation.

Learn more about the benefits of HiZox®.  
Email info@linkasiapartners.com today for more information.

http://www.anses.fr/en
http://www.anses.fr/en
mailto:info@linkasiapartners.com
mailto:info@linkasiapartners.com
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Product Update:
Tech Dry - Ready-to-use Moisture Absorbent for Livestock
The quality of an animal’s 
productivity is directly related to 
i ts environment. Reducing 
moisture supports a stable, 
healthy environment and assists 
in decreasing the pathogens that 
the animal might be exposed to. 

Tech Dry is a high quality, ready-
to-use moisture absorbent that 
reduces the potential for growth 
of bacteria, mold, and fungus. 
The product can be used in a 
variety of building types and 
animal species.

When piglets are born, they 
can lose energy quickly due 
to chills.   Use Tech Dry to 
help reduce chills, conserve 
the newborn's energy, and 
e n c o u r a g e c o l o s t r u m 
consumption and feeding, 
which may result in better 
survival and weight gain.

Features and benefits
• Drying ability 
• Conserves body heat of newborn piglets 
• Animal friendly 

• All ingredients classified as GRAS 
(Generally Regarded As Safe) - ingredients 
have been reviewed over time 

• Use for all species - swine, dairy poultry, 
horses, sheep, goats and pets 

• Pleasant fragrance

Key functional components: mineral 
absorbents, vegetable absorbents, zinc and 
essential oils

Quick reference
• Absorbs more than its own weight in water. 

Drying of wet surfaces will reduce the 
chance of injury to the animal/caretaker.

• Reduces chilling, not wasting energy
• Removes moisture from the animal and 

environment
• Reduces environmental moisture, which 

reduces likelihood of bacterial growth

• Dipping the newborn piglets into Tech Dry 
immediately after birthing will facilitate 
drying pigs and the umbilical cord

When to use

• On piglets immediately after birth 
• Use on comfort mats & flooring in all 

stages of pork production 
• On da i ry cow bedding to reduce 

environmental moisture 

To learn more about Tech Dry from TechMix, please write to us at info@linkasiapartners.com.

mailto:info@linkasiapartners.com
mailto:info@linkasiapartners.com
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Event Review:
Mineral Balance in Pig Farms Debated at EAAP

The Philippine Poultry Show 2013 took place from 29-31 August at the SMX 
Convention Center in Pasay City.  Organized by the Philippine Egg Board together 
with the United Broiler Raisers Association and National Game Fowl Breeders 
Inc., the show brought together many egg producers, broiler farmers, game fowl 
breeders and other industry players.  

Featured in the show were the latest trends and innovations in the poultry and 
game fowl industry, live animal display, stag show and breeder auction.  Arca 
Galleon (distributor of PerfectDigest™) and Philchema (distributor of OptiCell®) 
exhibited in this well-attended show as silver sponsors and showcased their 
respective products for the poultry industry.

The Philippine Poultry Show 2013

More than 1300 participants attended the 64th Annual Meeting of the EAAP (European Association of Animal 
Production) in Nantes (France), from 26 to 30 August.  The main theme of the conference was “New 
challenges facing animal production for diversified territories, market demands and social expectations”.  The 
programme covered all aspects of scientific achievements within animal production, including genetics, 
physiology, nutrition, management and health. 

Animine presented siMMin™, a new software 
developed with the support of INRA (French National 
Institute for Agricultural Research).  This tool 
measures the effect of the zinc supply in the feeding 
program of the growing pig from the weaning stage 
up to the slaughter, on the total quantity of excreted 
Zn and on the zinc concentration in pig manure.  
While pharmacological dosage of zinc oxide in piglet 
diets is under discussion in some countries, this 
software shows, for example, that the adult pig 
retains in his entire life the equivalent quantity of zinc 
which may be found in 1 kg of piglet feed (see 
illustration).  Pig producers and feed manufacturers 
can now simulate any change in diet formulation on 
the environmental balance and on the value of 
manure when used as fertiliser.  siMMin™ is online 
since January 2013, and is freely accessible to all -- http://animine.eu/siMMin.

http://animine.eu/siMMin
http://animine.eu/siMMin
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Event Upcoming:
Pig, Poultry & Dairy Focus Asia 2014

Pig, Poultry & Dairy Focus Asia is Asia’s leading independent technical livestock conference and attracts 
delegates from across Asia and more. This is the sixth edition of Pig & Poultry Focus Asia (3-5 March 2014) 
and the fourth edition of Dairy Focus Asia (3-4 March 2014).  The conferences will be held at the Queen Sirikit 
National Convention Centre in Bangkok, Thailand.

The papers are topical, technical and relevant to Asia and presented by experts from Europe, America and 
Asia.  Do not miss out on the presentations from below speakers where interesting concepts and timely 
issues will be discussed:

Pig Focus Asia

Day 2, 4 March, 9.20am The two facets of zinc in pig production Stéphane Durosoy, Animine, France

Day 3, 5 March, 9.50am Using umami peptides in creep/weaning 
piglet diets

David Saunders, Bluewave Marine 
Ingredients, Singapore

Dairy Focus Asia

Day 2, 4 March, 8.45am Continuous measurement of rumen pH - 
how and why? Johann Gasteiner, Smaxtec, Austria

Day 2, 4 March, 9.20am Preventing SARA in ruminants using 
lignocellulose Arthur Kroismayr, Agromed, Austria

Help us improve this  enewsletter - we welcome your feedback and 
suggestions. Please send your comments to info@linkasiapartners.com.

Feedback

Event Review:
Livestock Asia 2013
This year’s Livestock Asia was held in Kuala Lumpur Convention Centre from 24 to 26 September.  Among 
the over 300 exhibiting companies from 30 countries, our distributor partners, Gladron and Peterlabs, 
showcased products from Agromed (OptiCell®), Biorigin (Selemax and Macrogard®), Bluewave 
(PerfectDigest™) and Rosun (Roxycide™).  

mailto:info@linkasiapartners.com
mailto:info@linkasiapartners.com

