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Bluewave Marine Ingredients has 
recently opened a plant in Lima, 
Peru, a facility for production of 
food grade fish protein isolate 
(FPI).  This is in line with 
business development plans as 
well as  to meet the growing 
demand of its well-received 
PerfectDigest™ product. 

On a planet that is starved for 
p ro te in , B luewave Mar ine 
Ingredients brings this first 
commercial scale FPI plant 
capable to economically produce 
fish-based ingredients with the 
organoleptic properties required 
for applications such as milk/
whey protein substitution or  
protein enhancement of pastas, 
soups and sauces.       

M i c h a e l M u s s e l l , C E O o f 
Bluewave Marine Ingredients, 
commented, “Bluewave has 
begun co-operation with local 
producers of baby food used in 
social programs to help offset 
the cost of egg and milk proteins 
which are used at 4% inclusion 
rates – the new formulas have 
been well accepted in taste tests 
and are now making their way 
through final registrations.” 

As a fish-based product, it is 
interesting to note that Bluewave 
FPI does not contribute a fish 
flavou r when used as an 

ingredient – the refining process 
removes the traditional oils and 
odours associated with other fish 
protein ingredient sources. Some 
examples include:
• adding 1g to a glass of milk 

boosts the protein level by 
0.75% and the product goes 
undetected.   

• adding 10g to a glass of milk 
(tripling the protein level) can 
create a rich mashed potato 
sensation 

• inclusion of 5% in a serving of 
b a b y f o o d p u r e e g o e s 
undetected. 

   
Applications for PerfectDigest™ 
FPI are just as diverse as those 
for any other highly purified 
protein source.   "The recent 
demand surge for milk powder in 
China is a perfect example of the 
need – whether used as calf milk 
replacers or directly into whole 
milk to boost protein levels – this 
type of refined protein has 
immediate cost benefits to the 
end users , ”  sa id Dav id 
Saunders, CEO of LinkAsia 
Partners and agent for Bluewave 
in Asia Pacific. PerfectDigest™ 
can also be provided in a bio-
active peptide form for clients 
looking to boost the nutritional 
and health benefits of their 
products. Considerable research 
also shows that peptides can 
lower blood pressure by 10pts 
within a few weeks of adding to 
human diets.

	Partner Spotlight:
	Bluewave Opens Peru Plant as Food 
Grade Fish Protein Isolate Facility

Michael Mussell
CEO, Bluewave

 PerfectDigest™ FPI plant in Peru
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In a recent commercial farm trial in China, sows fed with OptiCell® for 14 days 
before and 3  days after farrowing were more likely to have heavy litters at 
birth and heavy litters at 21 days than the alfalfa fed sows.  There is also the 
added benefit of reduced incidence of diarrhoea in piglets which translates to 
lower medication costs.  The ROI (return on investment) from the use of 
OptiCell® in the sows pre-farrowing is apparent as below data shows. 

Product Update:
Trial in China - OptiCell® in Late Stage Gestation and Early 
Lactation Period for Improved Litter Weight

Location: China

Trial Type: Commercial Farm Trial - Sows
Gestating Period: 14 pre-farrow to + 3 days post-farrow 

Trial Management: EFEV (e-feed & e-vet) - E. Wayne Johnson DVM  

Basal diet: Standard Sow feed Control OptiCell®

Supplemental Fibre Source (g/sow/day) Chopped Alfalfa 1000 grams 75 grams (2.5% of diet)

Sows in Trial 10 12

Initial Observations of Treatment Group by Farm Staff 

Reported July 15, 2011
• Consumption is no problem.  Faecal consistency is good with no constipation or hardness noted even 

in this quite warm summer weather.  
• Sow satiety and comfort is similar to that of sows fed 1 kg per day of fresh cut alfalfa.

Subsequent Observations of Treatment Group by Farm Staff 

Reported August 10, 2011
• Sows fed OptiCell® to 3 days post farrowing after which top dressing was stopped.
• Piglet diarrhoea rate was significantly decreased in the OptiCell® treated group compared to control.
• Parturition time between treatment and control group similar

Results Control OptiCell® Diff (%) P Value

Piglets Born Alive per litter 10.2 11.1 8.8% 0.015

Avg. Piglet Birth Weight (kg) 1.53 1.61 5.2% 0.1

Avg. Litter Birth Weight (kg) 15.56 18.0 15.7% 0.01

Piglet Diarrhoea Incidence (%) 8 4 -50.0%

Mortality 0 1

Litter Wean Weight (21 days) (kg) 64.7 72.6 12.2% 0.045

Avg. Piglet Weaning Weight (kg) 6.34 6.54 3.1%

Return On Investment: 3.35 (feed = USD400/ton and 200 grams at weaning = 800 grams at finish)Return On Investment: 3.35 (feed = USD400/ton and 200 grams at weaning = 800 grams at finish)Return On Investment: 3.35 (feed = USD400/ton and 200 grams at weaning = 800 grams at finish)Return On Investment: 3.35 (feed = USD400/ton and 200 grams at weaning = 800 grams at finish)Return On Investment: 3.35 (feed = USD400/ton and 200 grams at weaning = 800 grams at finish)

 Rule of Thumb:  1 day of early piglet scours = 5 extra days to market

Get more information on the trial and learn how you too can benefit 
from improved litter weight and reduced diarrhoea in piglets.  
Email info@linkasiapartners.com today for more information.

mailto:info@linkasiapartners.com
mailto:info@linkasiapartners.com
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Piglet starvation is a key cause of mortality in young piglets.  Competition and poor sow 
lactation caused by a number of reasons can lead to starvation of piglets and death.  Creep 
diets are fed to piglets starting as early as 3 days through to weaning.  Higher weaning 
weights and supporting the piglet during the critical transition phase at weaning has a 
direct impact on time to market for the pigs.   It has been shown that for every 100 grams 
heavier weaning weight, the pig will have 400 grams extra weight at market.

Creep diets are generally formulated using highly digestible nutrients including milk and 
egg-based proteins.  In addition, palatants are used to entice the piglets to eat.  For best results with creep 
diets, it is recommended that the piglets 
have access to clean water in the creep area 
to support the feed consumption.

A trial was conducted recently in Vietnam to 
evaluate the impact of supplemental 
additions of low molecular size bioactive 
peptides on top of a commercial creep diet.  
The creep diet contained specialized 
proteins, plasma, medication, a crude protein 
level of 20% and was offered from day 7 to 
24 days of age.  

PerfectDigest™ FPI LD, containing a high 
concentration of peptides sourced from 
100% marine sources, was mixed into the 
commercial feed at 4% (~1 litre per 25kg bag 
of creep feed).  Results are found in Table 1.
Of significance was the marked reduction in mortality and the higher total weaned litter weights.

Product Update:
PerfectDigest™ FPI Trial in Vietnam shows Higher Weaned 
Piglet Weights and Reduced Mortality

Email us to learn more about the trial or try PerfectDigest™  in your own piglet feeds!  
Write to us at info@linkasiapartners.com today.

PerfectDigest™ FPI  is available from below distributors:
✦ Peterlabs in Malaysia
✦ Protech Animal Health and BJC in Thailand
✦ EFEV in China
✦ Nice Garden in Taiwan
✦ BEC in Australia

THE IMPORTANCE OF PEPTIDES
Amino acids are the building blocks of protein. Peptides are also the building 
blocks of protein.  Peptides containing combinations of 2 or 3 amino acids are 
more rapidly absorbed than single amino acids and are a more effective energy 
source for intestinal mucosal cells, a key defense system in the young animal.
Peptides can be efficiently transported into the gut mucosa cells by the PepT1 
transporter which can transfer 3 amino acids as  peptides for the same energy 
expenditure as single amino acids (Daniel, 2004).  The absorbed amino acids are 
the principal source of energy by the mucosal cells  thereby supporting protein 
synthesis  and maintenance of the mucosal immune system.  Early immunity 
development in the gut starts with a healthy gut wall.  The use of peptides has 
been clearly demonstrated to provide an excellent source of nutrients to the cells 
leading to rapid maturation of  the gut.

Table 1 - Trial: Vietnam Integration 2011- Impact of weaning weights by 
using PerfectDigest™ FPI LD mixed into creep feed at time of feeding
Table 1 - Trial: Vietnam Integration 2011- Impact of weaning weights by 
using PerfectDigest™ FPI LD mixed into creep feed at time of feeding
Table 1 - Trial: Vietnam Integration 2011- Impact of weaning weights by 
using PerfectDigest™ FPI LD mixed into creep feed at time of feeding
Table 1 - Trial: Vietnam Integration 2011- Impact of weaning weights by 
using PerfectDigest™ FPI LD mixed into creep feed at time of feeding

Piglets access to feed: 7 to 24 days Control Treatment Difference

FPI LD “on top” (% of diet) 0 4

Sows 13 13

Piglets Born Alive 126 121

Piglet Birth Weight (kg) 208.4 208

Total Piglet Weaned (24 days) 118 120

Total Weaned Piglets (kg) 778.4 798.3 19.9

Mortality 8 1*

mailto:info@linkasiapartners.com
mailto:info@linkasiapartners.com


! ! ! ! ! ! ! ! LinkAsia Connect     4

Distributor Appointment:
Agromed Appoints Nice Garden as Distributor of OptiCell® in 
Taiwan
Agromed Austria, a leading 
provider of premium natural feed 
additives, recently announced 
Nice Garden as the distributor of 
the OptiCell® range of products 
in Taiwan.  

O p t i C e l l ® i s a n a t u r a l 
lignocellulose product made 
from fresh wood and has a high 
crude fibre content. With a well-
b a l a n c e d c o m b i n a t i o n o f 
f e r m e n t a b l e a n d n o n -
fermentable fibre contents, 
OptiCell® is well recognized as a 
valuable, high density dietary 
fibre source for modern feed 
programs.

“We are delighted to have Nice 
Garden as our new distribution 
partner in Ta iwan, a very 
important market for us in Asia,” 
said Helmut Grabherr, CEO of 
Agromed Austria.  “We see great 
potential in the Taiwan market 
and through this partnership we 
can better address the increased 
demand from the livestock 
industry for a lignocellulose fibre 
p r o d u c t t h a t d e l i v e r s 

performance and return on 
investment.”

“Opt iCel l® is an excel lent 
complementary product to the 
Nice Garden portfolio and with 
our diversified distr ibut ion 
n e t w o r k w e c a n p r o v i d e 
OptiCell® with new opportunities 
for its wide applications in the 
livestock sector.” said Hank Wu, 
CEO of Nice Garden.  “Besides 
developing business volume, 
Nice Garden will also offer 
technical support to customers 
to ensure that the benefits of 
OptiCell® are optimized in the 
applications.”

“Nice Garden’s experience, 
expertise and local presence in 
Ta i w a n w i l l c o n t r i b u t e 
significantly towards the growing 
adoption of OptiCell® in Taiwan 
and the region,” said David  
Saunders, CEO of LinkAsia 
Partners. “Indeed, we look 
f o r w a r d t o a r e w a r d i n g 
partnership for all parties as we 
br ing th is new generat ion 
lignocellulose product to the 
Taiwan livestock industry.”

Helmut Grabherr
CEO, Agromed

Nice Garden Industrial Co. Ltd., founded in 1984, is a private company dedicated 
to providing high quality and value-added nutrition and health products to the 
Taiwanese livestock and aquaculture industries.  

Over 2 decades, not only has Nice Garden shared long term partnerships with 
several global leading companies to strengthen its product portfolios, in recent 
years we have also expanded our professional services to farm management 

systems, veterinary support, formulation consulting and premix manufacturing.  

It is  our tireless pursuit of excellence in customer satisfaction that drives Nice Garden to grow every day, 
and we believe we have the right attitude and people to continue our passion to further improve the 
Taiwanese agribusiness.

For more information, visit www.nicegarden.com.tw/eng

Keen to market OptiCell® in your 
region?  
Email info@linkasiapartners.com 
for more information

Hank Wu
CEO, Nice Garden

http://www.nicegarden.com.tw/eng
http://www.nicegarden.com.tw/eng
mailto:info@linkasiapartners.com
mailto:info@linkasiapartners.com
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Distributor Appointment:
Agromed Enters Australia Market with Appointment of BEC 
Feed Solutions as Distributor of OptiCell®
Agromed Austria has sealed 
distributor agreement with BEC 
Feed Solutions for the OptiCell® 
range of products in Australia.  

This new partnership enables 
Agromed to capture the growing 
demand for natural eubiotic fibre 
sources with i ts OptiCel l® 
product range.

He lmut Grabher r, CEO o f 
Agromed Austria said, “Agromed 
is very committed to providing a 
strong distribution channel and 
we are confident BEC Feed 
Solutions is the right partner to 
help expand our presence in the 
Australian market.  BEC’s 
e x p e r t i s e i n p r o v i d i n g 
professional service, support, 
logistics and having a large 
existing footprint in the Australia 
m a r k e t w e r e k e y t o t h e 
decision.”

Ton Hovers, COO of BEC Feed 
Solutions said, “We are pleased 
to partner with Agromed to offer 
OptiCell®, a new generation 
lignocellulose, to our customer 
base.  Given OptiCell®’s success 
in other countries, we know we 

have a star product on hand and 
will be positioned for success.”
“This agreement is key to 
Agromed’s strategy to open up 
new market opportunities in Asia 
Pacific.  Adding BEC as a new 
d i s t r i b u t o r f o r O p t i C e l l ® 
demonstrates Agromed’s focus 
on optimizing our channel to 
b u i l d m a r k e t s h a re i n t h e 
important Australia livestock 
market,” said David Saunders, 
CEO of LinkAsia Partners.

O p t i C e l l ® i s a n a t u r a l 
lignocellulose product which 
offers a very competitive value 
p r o p o s i t i o n w i t h p r o v e n 
performance benefits at a cost 
comparable to other fibre 
sources.  With a well-balanced 
combination of fermentable and 
non-fermentable fibre contents, 
OptiCell® is well recognized as a 
valuable, high density dietary 
fibre source for modern feed 
programs.

Ton Hovers, COO, BEC Feed Solutions

About BEC Feed Solutions
In their 25 year history, BEC has 
developed extensive production 
capacity and distribution channels 
in conjunction with a state–of–the–
art quality management system.  
Together these factors have 
enabled them to become a 
l e a d i n g B 2 B a n d B 2 F 
manufacturer and supplier of 
Vitamin/Mineral supplements and 
feed ingredients.  BEC is a firmly 
established distributor of globally 
sourced feed ingredients and 
commodities  and is  dedicated to 
s e r v i c i n g t h e m a j o r f o o d 
producers in the Australian stock 
feed industry with the highest 
quality animal nutrit ion and 
performance.

For more information, please email 
info@becfeedsolutions.com.au or 
call +61 (7) 3723 9800

Keen to market OptiCell® in your region?  
Email info@linkasiapartners.com 
for more information

• Natural lignocellulose product made from fresh wood, processed to an 
ultra-fine particle size, and used as a  dietary fibre source in animal 
nutrition

• Outstanding feature of combining non-fermentable and fermentable 
dietary fibre, thus providing prebiotic activity

mailto:info@becfeedsolutions.com.au
mailto:info@becfeedsolutions.com.au
mailto:info@linkasiapartners.com
mailto:info@linkasiapartners.com
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Hosted by the Department of 
Livestock Production, Vietstock 
2011 is expecting over 250 
exhibitors and over 6000 visitors 
from the region. As a preferred 
venue for farmers, integrators, 
feedmillers, veterinarians and 
other industry professionals from 
across Vietnam to do business, 
Vietstock is a show not to be 
missed. 

Where:
Saigon Exhibitions & Convention 
Centre (SECC)
Ho Chi Minh City, Vietnam

When:
9 -11 November, 2011

Visit www.vietstock.org for more 
information.

Come visit the LinkAsia 
Partners team (booth 
D154), and learn about the 
exciting products from 
Agromed, Animine, 
Biorigin and TechMix.

Event Review:

ILDEX Technical Forum in Hanoi   

Help us improve this enewsletter - we welcome your 
feedback and suggestions.  Please send your 
comments to info@linkasiapartners.com.

Feedback

Event Upcoming:
Vietstock 2011 Expo & Conference

ILDEX Technical Forum in Hanoi 
took place on 23 September and 
saw a good crowd of delegates 
from Vietnam and around the 
region.  

The event discussed the latest 
trends and technologies in the 
p i g a n d p o u l t r y s e c t o r s . 
Speakers from global companies 
including Agromed and LinkAsia 
Partners presented various 
topics to the forum. 

Dr. Arthur Kroismayr from 
Agromed spoke on “Eubiotic 
Lignocellulose - Innovation in 
Modern Pig Nutrition” and the 
session received excel lent 
feedback and interest to know 
more about how eub io t ic 
lignocellulose outperforms other 
traditional fibre sources in animal 
health and performance.  

The session on “Peptides on 
Poultry Feed and Poultry Health” 

by David Saunders was also 
very well-received and sparked 
interest in the use of peptides in 
poultry, in particular in water for 
the first 7 days of life of the 
chick. 

If you missed the forum and 
would like more information on 
the Agromed and LinkAsia 
Partners’ presentations, please 
email info@linkasiapartners.com 
with your request.

  

Don’t miss  the International Pig Production Conference on 10 
November, where David Saunders  (CEO, LinkAsia Partners) will present  
Sow and Piglet Feeding Strategies for Maximizing Litter Weaning 
Weight.

http://www.vietstock.org
http://www.vietstock.org
mailto:info@linkasiapartners.com
mailto:info@linkasiapartners.com
mailto:info@linkasiapartners.com
mailto:info@linkasiapartners.com

